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n r .wn '-w thnt I had be-n inter- MAPS Wit an utfaltaring hand. sup-
. i.m I my -d. anad the IP--1 tat vou liad sent directly to me."

gra .. a. :, ah ut me, and " am tanvthing o .1 strang--r here' wasrhe evasve replyn and with a long look at
n1 71w 'Xw kt I I'tb rctasn. me he was gone, laving mo in a state of

h. awi a t b it flw -h n-rtainty to whether I was
S . I')d is :. bl - twp- mask-d or not.

a . i n' '- ta. Ia must htly n would I have enterd the sick
1 1 b b ar mla a i.r:e o hfm r.wt o e .* . r - .~ - a-t a' a .at.I TI'I~ htt in a , h-pa s ita last word of explainatiani. )ILn

h* . t prill \int th,- s iw-laacing Hoskins was ever at my
ia- athAr I-h n'. rait al Nx.a' r- lttr huy els. mayutl to all my suggestionsthat the

h :lltV I, 3,oung lndv should he left entirely alone
i a - that oskin herself might take some

,Nat, -r Ta.- I'!.t'Cth' a--anta'Kt nlote sleep whila' I kept watch, she brciught forth
t- Ln. T.-rn, I:,r "riw b, m. 7-l in'?\a''t the same rambling argument. "A quilt in
X hai.th. r he girl wa insaan, or oit. thit a clkirand me in it couldntheitany

not ~ ~ mtt. If aa-'an1 hail ~ aays rlatzrhirg to, ant' more accustomednIote wva!. min.. If nsniyhad beenIit,
ItIcompant thao to he withotnt" she ex-

h.Ai~rati.taa-an'-i rarnt hti'ln, mu~ da-' 'aiirnad arnaablt', uintil I gaive up, fairtly
W; , a Its owna f Vy. If not iisan whatot.

;;-1 n is ax,, d at ma? Why wa I . tok laass.,slon of the room assigned to
wara .atst th r dtg b-ath h. r wiin - as soon as a lamp, a fire and a neatly

-a a 'ut it h thaIt she :tualtv ia' - s 'lnch table had madeIt ready.onceiaonc Insida- that room, the door shut on
Ra tatrial it If a hr intrdrs and brought before the r

wer ,. tn-* iahobb. Whit wa;Sta ho of sober judgment. I felt thatastraight
a- wxit h tha dr'? jacket was dl I tacked for a fully equipped

A aal a I-a antini 'r.sr' rk maidman. Yet cloanlemn my folly as t would,An~i h w do ou th t hr, sir-."' brolk,
In Mra H-kins ah.erfualy. "Pretty had. I felt no desire to retreat.EventhenI

I.. it t ' might have crept d:wwwastairs on somd h pre-
'-'ito IVt~': WASaitp\ ar.! if thr.-- text air ttebr, have sltunk from the holue

t . rtaasents.higt. If se ana made off without much chanceofde-
watlenaalsh*y now." tction. Dut here I sat, turningoverand

a't a er again rylraimaitwv. thatwresnmted it-
S ' w.ttelf to my feverish acy for carryg (ut

into' it vava.- w-attt tipa ny'tha' schena" o~f the crumplt-d note, which I
-aralynn fb\ n'w haiay consulted.

. a r hit t akI ansult it as I woulal. however, there
.1.a 1.t tait IT~t mar was nathinag more to ha' gait from it thant

a .t', Jr m: a I .1 nOtja a rm, t I was expc-cted taa help a aerfeot
S h a ra t trngr, a ytng girl apparently connet

to It. r beal with a seri us Illnes:s, to riso
'a I al a.ta. 7 a araa]bNldv fram. tho br eal and bolt throaugh a se, na-

t st-ry window, guarded byv an ugly hlaad-u, b-I we ..r r n.rls i tho-ughVa ~ ~ ~ " 'i'.a a-a' i- a t ~ un-I, tat into a frea(ziiag itigat in tht
gapp~e.: x n ..m:w, I fear)ina-r. tat ran'f t singtemat af so raa*kl a a c-ar-

h. weTh h mamillusive
laatat Iima-tf ItI an nml -t,nhtlar-

thaa. at-din t r

-p it it.-t- tatati-a tad.-r an -' narm aI ittowt A
-a--k a ttlaa, I w t' f-.r.aa.it

r .'a,:ttuis. k. m Iaa--.'-'" Jg t t aa'a a :! t tof th t;iaalatl aiira'a n,;.tan( a- I ii-Platta'
ar - ran ia' a'.t, *h-n a I-.i~ lt vlhat 'a, ''ai l'ltmtt'va

(w Had t'- iil ie.- i - rarl-on mmint
a . . .,..~'a. a tt W tat l e sta'kea N'iT it a l'"a'r Via. a.t

aa'..a a - -: a'-~ tx .Vtt Vaa" , 'aat. its 1fAtittt piIaatg l'a:a'aIt a"-a t lm:ta-tta' ta;
I I is iti--

- . - t a - a "'t''Va t as t ,.ta. I tat-rely It ' i b% a t h it.,- t iaIa
m ix- II'a- a. %tx ls It t ht a if a1:. liItZ

t ' ! b It wka !-Itt i -- it), -t ta'.it1a-ii.ittaal Ilk a

h - n an_a

o
II- taaiata .

-a at,

' a~~~ I t i-at'. \\hA v~aas toa be alaana W,~aithI
it aa, I th!ax -, fir u all I aa,)Lalal raaa.'all -if la,-r

- n-ix.an ha r loas-iv iatna -1
I -! ll - ilt fit that A'' Wt- lar'a attal

Oz- - * ~ k. taiw little, thla.; (arma' tattaLk tat :iaa'

-t a- .-f in t t hal a vary r-a
n, s . wt,!,ai1 titcltt I-taiall ftranotm t itaaa
Ta mtyh .atal i ta a.

a i hips w i In u -n-a to aln r af nay r"a p,
dI lt I tat , t- hia-idt ta di rtl ta' ma
"'0 a s mt' in- a sa n r h-ta ere.sasf

I tetai treply, and ath at slt k at,
ao, 1 lI:.lt I taaahe w al go , a iig a! mies iIntha-s aiar;

atarthune -r taity aa a to hther IasI
--~ ~ 4 ' fi- a al a a7 ; ; ! ab, - h a f:11 lin a-t'ratl , faar I

I-atyrtlaw woul I)J av ltad ih ick
inh'at s faa lat w aardo -pantin- ,

t
I . - a. ta t s l: aczng Irglat I . Mrev.e at lmyta-

ae s andt to a it ut l os- r-th-art it-
an t tt tsin aers gatl fif thae aom'
sleep whiaL a nt. at shrst foth

a'. 'It! I ti h s a mela a r. gh-i tlta v t.ti sliA fraint h,
ae,, a c a a na I'e aiknt it , i c he n wran-

a ' - '- ' --a at aa s daiattrbin tottone a moreaat'l , acu tme

t-companthnto hwihout," sh e-I
1a " a-irn a bly, u i I gae up fairy a

wI n-u, ty l, t'ilta a its ',',at II;

'.-rI t sf ' sin I nil . tas my rig hto
1-tmunc ral had madeaa ity. Ohc-eart'

lone. nsid that roomathedorshuton

a'-- 'allintruders-and brough' ntabtfar the tbarx
- - a tt 'a sober,'. ' tudg ent ta ft'ax tara a- asrgh

jcetwasllacked for a fu eqtit'

' I a t d - r !:ataa v- r r atit, it r.. Ie
ttio a'Uu~t-er it aarl s at .r r aiin at.

-ve a-i aty ver rjet that preeute at-
a ~ ~ ~ ~ n t- a' t. :L a- ak a a i.-rs.- 1wrastar ha-a tat 1tt11

a 1, .a o t a't I, a ' -.1,01 (atttta -f Th4 litds. at' Sat
sl ita n.y fv ia- fatiy o rr. It' ar t

th it '- i that gl t --.tat-hirmd latig mote

C u l it asa Thia din, aoeverall tess
a-' --ans Tar thaot hitnm t-k' I xoa-raim-tl with

St I It ta n, tlitt aaIa rt~l .aat af ta wiex.ipca fa ait'. ' afs
sTrIang ,n ''ym Ir a athr- i tlit (of alrt g-

a i'a T hall a t -iag h- ia *'f" r-t-a Aia a "cr u z--- ol-titts of
toila' kh:ti h aka t a io u iln- I t tri

da' tha- I''ritt - d bril as th- liant- nd-

S tr % r-it , guatldb amit. lI biatd

k ' %V WIhru- ft-au t 'it a fra t naia h t ,rr-l ta,'ivln.

at - a r 'f a sinle. a n, at a na- frrekle a h ta.
ot'raI! .-'hth te h:a '.1ati tt t l- itrta-arI with

hud e - n Titl t i -a a ,. n 'tm aa

r e, k b-d that. it it I a n t at his
a iu at .as now tnghimato elf

up.nhr otc u csran ,,u e rtum, . Atla

akaulokft I-wa form to a m l. n

h m py. b t w alVau- tau ahii-to'

Haad uh-al be t-lai.. Ta l'n miat

- - - ,, a a ~ ' h' e ''i Tken wtth- ira ouder v toia a-ni a
--'a.,--ha iTa.'Tt'aa f 'ai t pipmg h athee - stntt to:

bu l a i -ata. a In ra- Tth aatitl b lttt titT

.................- Sa -a atat as- a.to h a-d n at m,at a---la d iatSetinla
a: - . -a tt- attta a aa- aclt.n s na.tt ethaT t'a'5f t t aman tr i U a ti -tta-

- - - - . -, a ~.~a ,a' -It--ok i ta-: thta tos ba'd-t a w i h hi r ?'i
a ' .a i- a at;a . - -h . in Itbaaa . a f a m al -c ud Ia''f

It.- - - 'Ia- --a.,.,. ~a- aa ag ' ami 'th -V fat that ih- waralag ttt nd-'C

dark.-ne ittle thin__ame back to m

whchbouh'm o yfet ahpeu

3 bakILDA MM SMO.KmiATo DtrueiT it th swollen 'melan

ly. "But I shall have a word to say about ed aloud, but that I lelt ore inclined for
that tonight. I can't have you wearing otft tear. All ready ftr'what Well, I could
suddenly just when I may need you. Wait not improve matters by standing there, so,
here for a moment," and, highly gratified with a reluctant ate Iturned to re-enter
with my clever trick. I took the box of the chamber I Bad &ft.
powders and hurried back to my room, What should I see? Sore horrid staring
where, after pouring out a liberal glass of corpse, some rntseraile frothing object all
wine. I stood debating what next. On the but gone, yet wfth strength left to rise and
box I read "Miss Brandon. One powder ourse me? If Go, good-bye, even to fine
every. hour until relieved." So my young eyes and soft hark hair. I had stood a
friend's name was Brandon. "Until re- great deal that night, but there were lim-
lieved"-that meant, of course, until she its, I felt, to my endurance.
should fall asleep. But surely if one pow- With a sinking heart I pushed the door
der was prescribed for so dainty an invalid, open, only to Jump back In hysterical
at least double that dose should be allowed amazement. The woman was afoot again,
for the great. robust creature I had Just and babbling foolishly! What was to be
left, and hastily shaking in the contents of done? How gladly then would I have ex-
two of the folded papers, I rushed back changed her for the corpse I had SO dreaded
into the hall where my victim fas awaiting to see! There *as little sense in what she
me. said, but I made out that she was looking

With what pleasure and self-congratula- for Miss Brandon, and I managed to nuiet
tion did I watch her drain the glass to its that cry by telling her Miss Brandon was
uttermost dregs! Then we separated; she asleep,and must not be disturbed, at the
going her way to fall asleep, as I told my- same time tearing about In search of some-
self, inside of the next five minutes, and I thing to do with her, while she trailed at
mine, to gloat in secret over the easy vic- my heels with dog-like devoton.
tory I had won. Five minutes I waited in And then her intoxication, if such I can
restless inaction, and then felt tempted to call It, began to take alarming forms, which
go and view my work. But there was no preyed dreadfully on my conscience. Her
hurry, and taking a chair by the fire, I vision grew shockingly distorted, and what
had determined to wait patiently for an- with her resolution to follow me about,
other five, when the sound of shuffling and te number of me Abe seemed tolsee,
steps in the hallway outside brought me to she was forever taking imaginary walks
my feet in vague alarm. with me in parts of the room where Iwas
Had my fraud been discovered? Had not, talking as readily to any piece of fur-

Doctor A. come back to life and fonowed niture as to me, and never finding out her
me? My hand flew to my pocket, where it mistake unless she happened to run against
grasped a small penknife, my sole weapon, me
when the door opened, and in walked Mrs. "Hea'lngg above." she would whisper
Hoskins in a state of feverish excitement. hoarsely to a tall dresser by the window.
She was carrying a box in her hand, a "I can't rightly make out. doctor, how it Is

blue one this time, and she flung it dowri you ccme to be so leggy all of suddint;"
before me with a most disrespectful display and then to the washstand, as I chased her
of ill temper. "Them's the sleeping pow- there, "give her nateral sleep, doctor, give
ders." she snapped, laying her hand upon her nateral sleep, aM she'll pull through
her head with a reeling motion. while I somehw I said it before, an' I say it
stared at her in lively horror. "But how is now, sleep Is what wc need, and plenty of
one to tell, with' writin' worse than them it."
as don't lay claim to be no scholards?" It was a shameful situation, and what
"Lor' help me, them spirits went straight was worse, I itinctly heard steps below.
to my head," she went on. "Which is The creature's babbling tongue had started
rightly your hand, sir?" snatching vacantly some one awake. With a desperate hand
into the air beside me. "You look to have I jerked open the next door to me..and
a dozen." when I found It admitted me to a small,
What had I done? In the name of mercy, dark closet I did not hesitate. "Miss Bran-

of what had I given a double dose to the don is in here" I hissed in the woman's

If

HfER FEET WERE HOISTED;l UPON SE'CONDi CHAIR,

poir creature? Wildlly I turned '-vr in mly I*ar, snathing hr, I, l uedly by the arm.
mini ;ill p55101',- piisand thcir ;lilt]- ''Go fit an.' ji dlown I'ib her. It will

ti.t's; mnilk. Yii.whii-s -Itcg, ali dtane']d k.j l, r 'heand th-ii "',ot can have your
hi''- m. \V,-omn. s,,nwti~the I al m I aIdftt.

""TW hat shoul in see? Some e hordstaring

coraps.tsomekmreareriathings forthairlk
1, .1, il ~l e niandin so- in ahik- i.- had folloed ae

oi n m hailds thalt night". And et, oncc abt dal hall igh, In the face of this
Iu1'itec it ha;d lint h';'mii my13 falt. dw-ility' it Ffe'-d a i-iital act. 1 tiriin-]Ss r aitecir felg ae an-

th a- sinin hearti- Ipshdthdo

heir hit-, a chair, gazig it h-r ats I did in nst mnr-r'opn, oly s t rilu bt -atisfactias
Sill it anll ag-iy ofltar I, shesiamz dropeneat. in her nurniring i-m in thedginsr

my grasp that she t.'..k the alarmi herself. tttupir !fit,, wiiil-h ft.- -iiiiieI air of the
ain'dI nikirg ertaiatbblifatohwolssnear, y! Whtwas'tobe

tome'11 .U' I W.,-!] nj i1'.Ii'- tlat. i Ani no w,- sglaliy thi tlde Iotte-ringe
reasoning %%hat I was aoUt, 1 sizecd an- ch ang, h' I tIh'e co istinctly heard ste s
oth--r tumiblvr if fte- spiitls: nd dashed it see!01Ig the st ir-, With esiiett care het

w i hr tit with carcely, more ('au- to troso too 'madeou Not daring to meet
tin titan I woiinil havte oser hail I jiitiied 11ll.f M1iestBiir andoirin I th ia , I ieshd

it intoifthe kicher drain. F.ar tf her im- s rftly byto the ligl. whre the hadoy wil-
eiiat wtat h, that1. and that wily, was -ap', n d mnt of abeiigto eastoth
my lipitiv' if st'.'-kit hr thls heaVily l. ''lt tearing bout in sitea riit. am-

Withtheitr-g ati.nd what followed rna viitor sil erietr. it wae t,
vamiltL bln 13,11 at 110~ 1- - ipt in it ttnu t t ile iit ikll-s.i -f ithe bail Con-

formf of an tinfrtilIt a,-iii'tt. Yet I un- ic al-I rny goiItlltdfatlures, or liedetar'i there ate thost whto mo not take hne-r. st iit .d-tl liket detioed onic ail-
thle janic Anwnfetrnitttior.'ihienin if suichg.

,'t it-st the lioor creatuore choked. fwich ''Is that yoi. dorii-rr2' "ame :nf I- gril-
I a"ill mimi t A as moy fait in that o f iallg whisir frito tr wa. waile a irn, icool
the lilAwo irf her s',, iiritptiy. I was sorry hnls.'-,-i at.- so 'dle-l I all ba~t

fir may awkward zeal. and aided her toi tile lsici'-1. s drelattdrfll wa m self-control.
lt ' m to rgait her breaith, pat- '-What I te -- -- are you up to, any-

tiog Iler %ilhently uoni the back, while her how? It number -.1 omheiig a p r of yo,
glr-gling. tnolgh ileep, was low. tt h wan:ng the niiforev. I tought an or-
he hall passed this stage, I saw hatatilth erir wsof thegiVI,' w
sitid glass hai l'one; saw reason iave "Aid s')in was'I totan.d to say pecodly,

i r 4t arid give jilav'e to a silly st upor; a', a I.nir a itlieitt sitotim, n n v o feek himself
Saw at-t Ilg a Pillow Upon the floor umtta u lssi ah han.e to iirune t at

wldtsh-itiiilh-.atntid satik down, b I cnotigtly hr.witMr'ookir, he-t-

.tn f'clingvery e'mfi~taand then totthe washstand, as''~ I ohse nier
there "ive fev aerl sld.ep,doctr ie'

yin; sh gaihli'lmc strve o l-a ~her- nteral sleep, fte ell i ull thrg
ftitne- rit te tm,: 'ioUto hed llttsotmew. I've sali it before anli' Ia in-
wliit sOiti'l ie-7.. nuchsett ii nowo t''ieep is wht wee, and-~t lenty' oft

nightshas die it. itwas wosk, Ili1stinciit 'tliy 'i hearrblw
Itu Ih~cr nomie. FI'-ingmys T-hie cretii re'sibabblingt geradsar

''ii iI-unI hrr~il i-ossthehul, omeSi onei awakei W ith dsprtehn
tat a l~li a a ''tl'-rmiaist hdii jeke ope thel nextl~- doo to i me..and
',fthesic rom, houh, a~iIn: ia eas en g foundl itiadmitoed mtoii i asal.

beFt al I('itu toreahtheliti ttiti-'arki clse Iik- dintiil hesiat. "isran-
ofi ifato haIgen a thatublos 'mttheii do si here. sit hissdite w~t oan'

poo treturem int ii kunukl es in hvirn lk wn-myotred
toucd al ossi- ois'n s- ang. thedir rnt- iicifrhittodnn Ibti s-d

dptn;imilk itl, hind f broght asl imed ts ico cl i'th ltt.te i

bisri,- m ie. i a\' ed wnwtims I ad.
''.tas,' o faldreafl tingistifory thei gre atrcamlom-., irtb~frte m

hat m hal ls tht nigt' An i yetit once 'ne~ i ti l"~.mi ~ntelwithmy,-i'otshfadi stpstiah ni'my waau itp
Rlueshing beyond til ther wvraune oftn ot''"o i lf n to

amecalp that. 'hetom theadarmthrself, lln hr' u inemneis eir

kn'd," maddgertauinlth, myatongue nefu-a udbrernta t-ha elygre

logreth suericeofna glib lie, a tiwo upcont nthmceeigu

reaoning wh a ms delghutl sinzedt an,- hs tiso

ottr themboor swun thn pirnch and twdather FuittmntsIwitd hl h o

<open: hurtot withaco scacetnyti mrenda-
lyo adhance would v baek ihad th pithae wssln steitt~ o or

iftite thni ailhe <sramn Feepisfhe imsa- cekd u uti tsl hn rw

ingdiateydeath,.thatdeanofthytacrlys tos
my moie i Ms.Hockiiher camehIly idw hc raoe utlo

with5 taedrn "Lorkn what forloweruodh lt hrete rcosbod
cann ma be wasier n .n hondluke.Inhgy nm.liet taie

eranthidingr thomewhoede.not takes osbekr asdtessm e

thet .,tse aewto te maer.sotOh h'

jAt hrrid. sthepiooracreaturet theoaintes wreak
"Shil amto asm'at no' inesh' hatsifced hnrsig(nwthcnetv ekta

fte iu "n gae her sbrupth.ingsm sofy sieutl nlyi aspopdu
f oya/wea."d eal, nd aooner had to t-e egtt di utn u yha

bes.our y owe toregznourireahsat
ting he vordstheupn Ithepback, whil ern atosyIp'dfrhit hak

fg'rgingi tugh afer s alow. it Bunt onhe ns.tgdr tsaw nyasa lm

wie hipad thiectae heraw whatifeet einheeat hrad ohn u
tsend ghlas bauting;haw rason soeave totin f~heJge outi ek

isawrr~l ilungi aonyllTw thounth waso sikt hwnohesv~sart h k.'

bling.
"-Tm of. elong e'fry "emfort Ande thank i a ettadclad h rudcv

to-unighteIndbbddoa.IIcstreveotbelaunchin
fartner fromtly. "irut "but mys hea int thmeesfootd-rwiosan
wint iiisnub'd bexcaTon.uc "eing let tof gt hishel hog nnw

hint iI ttaagain. rnhear Fh-ing ehmp gfr nsetrcs----
alndi ivb-ti thr uri mcometh ao. O "W'ledu ft bto ofacno
you ay lightas an t.e aans nee door t afa'urd eortofr opn,
ont>f h isn't on, thwugh wha." myuterdaowne gzramdepod

Inga oforgoter te hirt me.mnt wmustetyaotlde~th o ueeog.
haeequ th bitt ming th f lamny tatne. ye.bcnf oeacutmdt

enic hnsanly arind throughe ati devloghtedakes otamvigblc
aperlitre a wair. f darkil hai'e wfel muhbdandh nob~~h
teeileat tfharfierv ihfne oulde onl Itian hn-olokdw tadgfo
wiseing voeeing askede Mwhar hewarkte cndtry.ni adaote n

to li,"li fote hltally fonrom qitetiteenihngtngdyurefuel
thatoo Ihad aslet. Oh ietink we camy hm na~yohrngt hudhv

whiledia mano"t the doc la stor hou h idw 3ho hsseilngtm
know." addegd siy my on~ geseds-emdfilylrd wihbih

itndl the do mwn antinch moor then farther t. I udnl pe t h
Ipn b.ut hin plated apny bathith mytblclthiehnnpid-on yuc
yakdvhn a n kld backhe to ltae oftahadoudtate adntexase
oftie uni hlasgk.m heps ass

"Wher. is u ifs oukinr, going to sotgr peduthecnnsoftheme-
pleas e may e hidngw beomewhuet he gudoesrbidf~e 1 td he-ifrn
that I oshall- hensuf ogsrut.i Ohais's s

"te won''now She-e' asep" istrw o cod eiamnpeedfa eo" gao the. emhin-dm fytunetads-hgbrih MyU
hair, I p we,ibt do. ounha t-ehdntbe eictdI yyuh
nois e wod" yetencoul makpeothnd omitcon-

"eWsiyn Wto- , after" wit wasot ltesardm inthe fc;hrwt od
lineghe hat od mafete hess wha of eveyn sw ai.Icute h u~e fbt
hirrd dbt, yoy see' thoughtpid. Good- te a eoem.Te ihafwbl
bOh, now. Ihow awfet deede And terelsahsIha iena urtrdadl'
rady" snd the oo sut entlybean ad tom ad
faehe leving meu sthedg! aloesi the Thsonadtebtlsiiedit
ndar desmayedigh~hsl axlaaton The'v forlete essdrnedcneinl

"ll rfeadyn't doe aaiy cwitdh ag-awtm,~i~a okbgn h

relay of bottles came to me in the form of
powders, I dipped section number one of
uwy meat supp.y in the milk jug before I
attempted to smear it over with as much of
the powdery stuff as I could make hang on,
being careful to take a fair amount from
each bottle, in hopes that in some one of
them lay the deadly drug I sought. It was
remarkable how much I made that piece of
cold beef hold. When not another grain
would stick I gathered it up gingerly, crept
to the window, took accurate aim, and flung
it straight at the feet of the restless ani-
mal.
They muEt have kept the brute half

starved, for, with a plunge and a snap, he
setmed to catch the morsel while it was yet
in the air. But nothing happened; his rest-
less walk wenm on, and impatiently I rushed
back to my ghastly work. This time it was
liquids with which I had to deal, and my
work was easier, but how they smelled! The
house seemed reeking with their biting
fumes, and it was with streaming eyes t
again sougnt the window and stood with
my second prescription suspended over the
hazy space below. No need to peer about in
the darkness now in search of my restless
prey. The animal expected me and
crouched directly beneath my window.
where the light from the lamp shone upon
his gaunt frame, revealing him with his
huge jaws distended; a pretty sight for one
who might at any moment be pitched forth
to become his midnight lunch. Out went
my second lot. I could se- him plainly this
time. He met it, his full length from the
ground, with an appetite perfectly disheart-
ening. Not even its horrid smell fazed him,
and down it went with a dreadful champing
sound.
While completely discouraged. I turned

again to the table. What did Doctor A.
keep in his chest, anyhow? Drugs designed
solely for the use of teething children? And
yet who could tell? Perhaps my method
might be bad. I might be doing up poisons
and antidotes in the same bundle. This
time I mixed powders and liquids with an

impartial and liberal hand, but It was with
only the faintest hope that I gathered up
my third dose, and again sought my past at
the window. The dog was not there Was
not there, nor was he dead! I cotu see
him. see him plainly. If that mass of mov-
ing snow and fur could be a dog. Faint,
angry yelps rose from the titssing heap,
and my heart stood still. Then, suddenly.
as I looked, the mass took shape and rose
and ran as nothing dependent on mere legs
ever ran before, melting away into the
darkness beyond with a long, low howl
which struck stone cold upon my fainting
heart.
"We are undone," I all but cried, for that

mournful howl must set even the cOCs
ciowing upn their roosts! Then came the
thought th-it speed might even yet save us,
for. once outside, who wias to follow us in
such darkness, with enough and ruire than
enough of caverns about, into witch we

might -rTAW and evade pursuit? Why we
We-re doing it at all, and what right w%,u had
to evade pursuit, I had no timo to c-nsid-
tr, as amtsa I fled the room, which 6N;4s
striwn all about with e-id'-n-s if my I
trallic in animal lif.. The disiri.redi o xes
which had i-en hanledt me by t-nW
hi-decs tisins; tie unci:'rk d inoi it -

has- spoke l:,udly t.. me, "t myl b -l
ly work, andti I 1oilt lt eelhit .-m
beuat itf ptey cre-ping fr'idi its tair. as I
st,-It out ant tl--Ilthe d-or b, hind in
This lime my knik at the idoor of th-
ectidciami, r was t-s- guardd-, for in,
ier-'-A w-tr g-t tint int a hirrible cia-;

but it was not s, qiuickly answ-rd, an I
was grtowing atlrti-, wh--n it was iung
wid ottn, thiugh v)-in,isa-ssly. andi
Miss lirawltn stoidb-i-re me,not dress-d
in hur tinwiig roIbs, bti in a irim uL of'
llik, such as you might s-i a --zen
any day int a woli-dresd cr-wd, onlyt-
Wiuld not z1, be. so b-cominiag to thcir' wn-
ers. tiver this sie wor- a short fur (at.
ltr hair was tuie<-d away unde-r a ap to
itmaich, al t-re she s liokiig si
iurin. so fresih and smiling, that s--ii-how
th,- rm-mory of my biandag-s oame back t,
me, :illing ir- with citch a s-n-t of deform-
ity and inferitrity that I thmik my li-ring
took Celar trial the mibid abltsenti- of
my mind.

I know that I held my right eye aith o-ni
lmnd while I talk-d to her, and that I shif-
Ieu on my ft-t as shi lio ok.,d at ne, wlhili
I hit my to ngue to keepI from crying aloui
that I was not the blo-ollt-ss old -itarti she
so fondly dri-nial mtie o ,-.
"Oh." shi burst out in :tn axcitel whis-

per as soon as her eyes fell .n me. "Yi u
do think of the funni'si things' Now tell
me whatever you hav- t.- i that iread-
ftil d1--g to make him g, running alboe so,
sc(ratching things'*'

''Did yiou hear him yelping?"
"i guess that's what 'Ios do1. 1 was just

sur- h-d wake exryiwudy il, wlrnt
you?

I hail been lnd -'d. ntd y-t was. At iat
v.ry moment I fan-i-i I ciull hear -im
on: moving, and, bra--ng up my ianii-d
I stoke decidedly in spii. of thos- tilings
ablit my- Jaw.
"W. must go at ont. T...i..,ming

into the room with a -ath-like step.'Will you he abe to hang 'n toii.n- i-nd,
of a blanket while I l iower you frim hi-
window?"

I dared not look at her wiii-- I moi.-- this
cool proposal. for I fully r-Xp tl.'i h-ir to
turn pale and shrink back; b-si-d, s the- h, r-
rirt suspiecon haunted I,- that i-v-en sh-uld
shei i-iinsent. it would end in hdr -ompl-ting
my list of viethns. and what with th. Ir-
tor, Mrs. Hoskins arid the dog, I was sWk-
enid ,f blotd.
To my amazement she laugh,-d a de-

lightful, gentle. little chuckle, whib- made
me long more keenly than ever t, biry the
snuffy old doctor and rise myself t, till his
shoes.
"Oh. how perfectly killing i1 will 1"."sltwhisperei., seeking for sympatiy in t.ie

depths of my dull swollen eye. ',S-' Th
windn is all readly for us. I ya, inuttingit il when I saw the dog."
Suddenly I started. stabbed to tho hart

with fresi trouble. I had dragget a
blanket from the large chair in whiih
Mrs. Iltiskins had been sitting, and wa:tisting its strength as best I -uld, whten
it ocurtr id to mi- that all my uttil-r &p-
lor-I wais dowinstairs. I cci-rtainly -ould
no t ttnrc 'out on sue-h a night. nos-t know-
ing h-itw long I might remain dodi~gingabiot, twit hout som'- soirt i-f .-,-n i-ing, yetaflri-I not git downlst airs in-si-arch at
min e,
''My (alt andt iiot .'' was the cry wrn

fromi minIn iny diistr'-s. instantly myt-naiitn grasped-i the situation with -it
ing -itiisar-.

'A r- dtownstairs." sit' titishti'd f-ir imt-'"Of itt-se we- i-nt think of guingt.g
them, b ut thire are c-tme o f Mrs. Hoskins
tings here t hatt will dii. She's so dreiaid
fitlIly hig. you knoiw,"- a nid itefortnt I mul-ei
prevent her, shi' had dlivedl into a tlosei
clise- at thand. fromi which she emnerg-t
presently, triuimphan thy holdling til tio mt
view a large gray and black plaid chaw!
anti one of those many-ciored w olei
bangs known as ''toboggan tcaps'' It n-a
the last straw tot my ove-ret:diened vanity-W\ear t-in! I could have snatched thenr
front tier, ilung them tin the floor at he:
feet and staimped upon them but'for thi
added absurity. Antd then, too, whal
awkward evidence In the shape oif cartd
case, marked handkerchief or other- faita
trifle might I not ht-ave in the pockets ill
my abanidoned coat !
Insulted, perlexedc-i and diownright aingry,

I stood glaring ah1 it me, but beforie
had vo-iced my aninoyance a faint cound
below put flight to sil thought of more
trinling discomforts, Somne one was mov-lng cautiously, whether toward us or from-
us. to seek or avoid, I could not tell: but
it diecided me to haggle no longer over my
appearance, good or bad. Literally sntatch-
tng the horrible headgear from Miss Bran-
don, who was tranqiiiy kneading it intu-
shalpe. I crammed it down about my e-ars,
feeling a certain savage delight in the self-
torture I inflicted.
"It will be warm, anyway." murmur-td

my companioin, with a glance of kindily
amusement, whleh I haughtily Ignored.
"Ctome," I said, briefly, snatching upl thi

blanket. "We have not a secontd to lose,
and I rushed stealthily to the opt'n window~
and flung out' in advance the shawl which
was to serve me as a covering, Miss Bran-
don folltowing me in a state of what. .-
could ptlainly see, was pleased excItement.
The windtow was high up from the floor,

and as we stopped bifore it she looked-
into my swtollen eye with a face of inno-
cent expectatIon. "I can't get up ther-'
alone, you know," she whispered, and with
an almost audible groan I put my am
gIngerly about her fur-clad .waist and the
next instant she was sitting with her feet
outside, holding toward me her ungloven
hands for the blanket. The miorbid fear
which possessed me that she was to make
my fourth victim was not lessened by thai
moment In which I held her in my arms,
and as she grasped the quilt with twn
smalit white hands and looked at me with
a fr~endly -nod, to tell me that shte was
ready for the drop, I felt every partie
of strength leave my body.'
"Come back," I faltered, but she was

over the side, and with desperate hands 1
clutched the blanket,

It seemed so short. Had I miscatentated
the height of the wIndow? -1 dared not
took, down as I leaned far out, giving then
full length of my arms to the clumsy con-
trivllnce. Suddenly the weight left it, Had
she fallen? My eyes seemed glazed se I
turned them downward, There *faa a -blaei
heap upon ttte snow beneath, Was she

But now again sounded that step below.
It eem...near..e this tim.Iwa.. osm.n

upstairs, coming softly, and pausing on
each step, as though some one had sepped
to listen. It had a horrid sound In that
gloomy house. and I seemed to see a dark
face- gliding toward me. a while hand up-
lifted to hush the very echoes that he
might hear. I had meant to da inany
things the time for which was passed. The
closet door-I had meant .to unlock it upon
the hapless Hoskins. but now the feet had
reached the hall. With a warning hiss for
my oonspirator below I swung myself from
the window and dropped. sp.-cu ating. even
while I fell, on the probabler length of my
life should some part of in- dotuble up and
strike wrong in my mnd plih'rn.

kTo be conlinued.)
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